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The NERT News 


The Captain’s Corner 


Captain Ken Dawson 


The past six months have brought a lot 
of changes to the Oregon City Fire 
Department. From my perspective, they 
have been very positive in nature. The 
Department and the citizens we serve 
are much better off due to these 
changes. As with any type of change, it 
is not always a smooth transition, but 
the last months have remained very 
positive. Several things have happened 
in the last few months that have 
strengthened the program. | 


New Emergency Manager 

Margaret Dimmick is now the Oregon 
City Emergency Manager. She is 
working half time in Oregon City and 
half time in West Linn under a contract 
with Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue. 
She has brought a vast amount of 
experience to Oregon City in an area, 
which has been in need of updating for 
years. Margaret is working hard with 
department managers to update and 
upgrade the City’s emergency 
management program. NERT and 
HAM organizations will be included in 
this process. 


Additional NERT Academies 

I just completed an academy and 12 
more NERT team members have been 
added to the ranks for Oregon City. We 
have scheduled two more academies for 
this winter and spring. The program is 
receiving lots of support from TVFR, 
and is growing stronger as more people 
are becoming available to assist. 


Access to the Regional Training and 
Simulation Center 

We now have access to the TVFR 
Regional Training and Simulation 
Center (RTSC) in Sherwood. I hope to 
have an exercise for all of our NERT 
and HAM members there in the near 
future. It is a neat playground for us to 
have hands-on training. 


The NERT and HAM programs in 
Oregon City are becoming well known 
around our area. I even received a 
phone call from the Canadian Coast 
Guard asking about our program. The 
gentleman had heard about it and was 
interested in starting something similar 


in 7 
aaa us area. 


The success of our program is due to 
people like you who volunteer their 
time to try and be prepared to make a 
difference if a disaster strikes our 
community. I greatly enjoy my 
affiliation with all of you and want you 
to know how much I appreciate all of 
your efforts. 


Despite the fact that I am being 
reassigned within Tualatin Valley Fire 
and Rescue, and will no longer be at 
Station 50, I am looking forward to 
working closely with the NERT/HAM 
Steering Committee to keep improving 
the program and making it stronger. I 
would love to hear any suggestions you 
may have on specific training, 
scenarios, or other ideas you would like 
to share. Call me at 655-1613. 


Ken 
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Thanks, Captain Dawson! 


Lynda Orxen-Szeplakay 


The Oregon City NERT/RACES would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Captain Dawson for the many years of 
work he has devoted to the NERT/RACES program. He has 
been offered a great position with Tualatin Valley Fire and 
Rescue in their Tigard Station. Ken’s new position will be 
to work on the formation of a Technical Rescue Urban 
Search and Rescue Unit with FEMA accreditation. This 
means he will be working with the Heavy Rescue Unit. It is 


does everything from cutting a car apart in seconds flat to 
telling your fortune! © 


The new Captain at Station 50 will be our primary liaison 
with TVFR and the primary organizing headquarters for the 
Oregon City NERT/RACES program; Margaret Dimmick 
will be the “go to” person on budget items and plan review. 


We really wish Captain Ken the best of luck, especially in 
handling all the visitors from Oregon City for the first 
couple of months. We are all sad to see him leave, but are 
very excited for all the wonderful new experiences that lie 
ahead for him! 


that major piece of equipment with all the cool tools that 


Welcome New Team Members 


The Class of 1999 


We would like to welcome all the new NERT members who graduated from academies in 1999. Our total number of trained 
responders is up to 82, with 36 participants this year alone! Let’s get the word out and double that number for the year 2000! 


We are especially happy to welcome members from other jurisdictions. It is our goal for them to take their training back to 


their own communities to establish similar programs. 


February 1999 Academy 
Lisa McGarvin 
Miriam Fian 
Mike Esterberg 
Billy Tomen 
Linda Fox Thayer 
Melanie Paulo 


May 1999 Academy 
Linda Carter 
Margaret Oliver 
Chester Mumper 
Todd Steward 
Lory Medearis 
Marvin Watkins 
Gerald Hanes 


October 1999 Academy 
Greg Zentner 
Randy Bradbury 
Paula Fitzgerald 
Linda Kidd 
Gary Moak 
Eric Chapman 


Gaffney Lane 
Hazel Grove 
McLoughlin 

Park Place 

Janet Hochstatter 
Thayer 


Barclay Hills 
Gaffney Lane 
Gaffney Lane 
Hazel Grove 
McLoughlin 
Hillendale 
West Linn 


Gaffney Lane 
Hillendale 
Thayer 
District 1 
Gladstone 
Beaverton 


Sheri Weber 
Cheryl VanDoren 
Fred Harwood 
Kevin Hunt 
Thayer 


Gary Carter 
GeorgeanneLemarr 
Monica Mumper 
Kim Steward 

Tim Medearis 

Joey Watkins 


Steve Fedler 
Bill Johnson 
Dianna Hearson 
David Kid 

Mary Chapman 


Gaffney Lane 
Hazel Grove 
McGloughlin 
South End 


Barclay Hills 
Gaffney Lane 
Gaffney Lane 
Hazel Grove 
McLoughlin 
Hillendale 


McLoughlin 
South End 
Caulfield 
District 1 
Milwaukie 


RACES REPORTS 


Kevin Hunt WA7VTD 


During the first 10 months of 1999, amateur radio volunteers 
have served the City of Oregon City, Clackamas County, 
and Tualatin Fire & Rescue with services tantamount to 
greater than 2.5 Full Time Equivalent employees! 


Based on a highly conservative salary of $2,000 per month 
(without benefits), this amounts to a minimum savings to our 
community of more than $60,000! If the time of 
Neighborhood Emergency Response Team (NERT) 
volunteers and the value of communications equipment 
provided by Oregon City ARES/RACES members were 
added, the figure would easily more than double. If 
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volunteer training of members by members were considered, 
the figure could triple. 


When one considers that during an actual emergency or 
large-scale event, each volunteer frees up a paid employee to 
perform a specific function, the value represented by these 
volunteer hours is nearly incalculable. 


These estimates are drawn from my review of meeting and 
net notes, as well as a review of emails. The estimates are 
clearly low and constitute a shortage of reporting for all 
mentioned. The total estimated person hours 1/19/99 
through 10/8/99 is: 534.0 hours. 


Amateur (HAM) Radio 


The Lifeblood of Disaster Communications 


When natural disaster or other calamity strikes, relief agencies and Neighborhood Emergency Response 
Teams implement plans to relieve suffering, deliver food, water and medical care, and protect the com- 
munity. One of the first, and most serious problems encountered during an emergency, is a break down in 
communication systems. HAM radio operators are being used by emergency response organizations to 
provide much needed communication during an emergency | 


HAMS in Oregon City have united in the Oregon City unit of the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES), in partnership with the Oregon City Neighborhood Emergency Response Teams (NERT) and the 
local Fire Department. In the event of severe storms, floods or other catastrophes, RACES activates its 
emergency plan and responds to provide communications to public agencies and NERT members. RACES 
members report to the City Emergency Operations Center on the status of various locations, casualties, and 
needed response. In order to ensure readiness, RACES members conduct drills to test their readiness on 
a regular basis. 


It's also fun—Why Not Join? 


Amateur radio is a service, but it’s also a hobby. As a ham, you not only serve your community, but also 
enjoy hours of experimenting and communicating with other enthusiasts around the world. You can 
communicate by voice, Morse Code, digital computer interfaces, even television! 


If you would like to join the fun and become a vital member of your community's emergency response 
system, please contact us. You will be notified when the next free ham radio license course is offered by the 
Oregon City RACES. 


Contact: Kevin Hunt WA7VTD Oregon City RACES Radio Officer (503) 656-7578 WA7VTD@aol.com 
David Kidd KA7OZO OC RACES Training Officer (503) 632-4056 ka7ozo@pacifier.com 


Year sa 


MEETINGS 
Bs NERT/RACES S Steering Commi 
: Meetings — a 


-Dates-Feb. 29, March 28, June 2 27, She. 


‘ 26, December 19 ae 
- Time-6: ‘3Op. m 8: 300. m. . Station 50. 
_ For more sonnet”, call 655-1613 


TRAINING : 
NERT Academy 8 = a8 
~ Dates- oe 12, 19, 26. ‘March 4, 
P Tine Gain. 121 noon. Station 54, EOC, 
For more Cae call 655-1613 — 


iS NERT Academy 


-Dates-April 13, 20, 27. May 4, 11, 18. 


| Time-7p.m.-10p.m.. Station 54, EOC. 


. FOF more information, call 655-1613 : 


NERT Academy 


- Dates-October 7, 14, 21, 28. Nov. 4, 11. 


- Tine-9a. m.-12 noon. Staion 54, EOC: 
For more information, call 655-1613 oe 


NERT Refresher Training : . ; 


' Dates: 
February 19 


Refresher for all NERTIRACES. ‘Held at t a 
the Regional Training and Simulation ee 


Center (RTSC). Call Linda at 518-3073 or 
_ Kevin at 655-8900 for more Intommation | 
and Leta ee 


March 18, 


Refresher for all NERT/RACES niente. a 
Topic-ICS. Station 54, EOC. 0800-1200. Se 


_ For more information call 655-1 613 
aune 40, 


“Refresher for all NERT/RACES members. a 
1200. 


Topic-CPR. Station 54, EOC. 0800- 
_ For more information call 655-1 613 


| September 23, 


Refresher for all Reretces members - 


| Topic-Search and Rescue. ‘Station 54, 
_: EOC. 0800- 1200. For more information — 
call 655-1613 


Continued on page 5 : 


Regional Emergency Response Team 
Rodeo 2000 


Lynda Orzen-Szeplackay 


The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) model has been 
adopted by a number of jurisdictions in northwestern Oregon and 
southwestern Washington and our mutual interests led to a joint event 
in October of 1998, the first Pacific Northwest Emergency Response 
Team Rodeo. 


The design team for the Rodeo included representatives from the 
Portland, Hillsboro, Lake Oswego and Oregon City fire departments, 
and the Clark Regional Communications Agency (just across the 
Columbia River in Washington State). By the time we held the Rodeo, 
we also had participants from two additional fire districts in the region. 
Each organization that helped design the Rodeo had conducted or 
sponsored CERT-type training for several years and we shared a 
number of objectives for the regional event: 


(J Participants would practice and improve their disaster response 
skills in an atmosphere of friendly competition; 


) Participants would renew their commitment to 
NETs/CERTs/NERTs while having fun and networking with team 
members from throughout the area; 


L) Officials and other program supporters would have a chance to 
observe the teams in action and to work directly with the volunteers; 


L) Media coverage would raise the visibility of the existing programs 
and also encourage other jurisdictions to initiate similar programs. 


After reviewing the evaluations and debriefing the staff who had 
conducted the Rodeo in October of 1998, the design team concluded 
that we had met our objectives for the event. And, after some members 
of group got some rest, the design team decided to conduct another 
Rodeo in April 2000! 


We're going to consider some new design features—the same skill 
drills, but with different levels of difficulty, some new topics for the 
demonstrations, more time built into the drills and demonstrations for 
questions from the team members, etc. We also hope for expanded 
corporate sponsorship and know that two more CERT programs in the 
region will participate in the event. 


Organized into teams, participants will go through five skill drills—a fire 
extinguisher relay, splinting/bandaging, triage/patient transport, search 
maze, and cribbing/ extrication. The splinting/bandaging drill and the 
triage/transport drill will use live victims who will be moulaged for 
maximum effect. Each drill will be preceded by a refresher 
presentation that will provide a quick review of basic techniques and 
safety tips for the drill. Each Rodeo team will be a mix of participants 
from the various programs, the refresher presentations will help assure 
that everyone will be using the same basic procedures, e.g., the same 


Continued on Page 5 
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Continued from page 4 
markings for immediate, delayed and dead victims in the triage drill. 


The refresher presentations will be paired with a 20-minute 
demonstration on topics of general interest to emergency response 
team volunteers—canine search team, chain-saw safety, survival 
hygiene, and knot-tying. 


Refresher for all JI NERTIRACES members. 
praca Medical Emerenees: Beet 54, 


The Second Emergency Response will take place at the Portland Fire 

Bureau Training Center. On either April 29 or May 4. This year 120 

be as individuals from various CERT/NET/NERT programs will participate in 
EXERCISES AND RODEOS 


Be ee. the daylong Rodeo as response team members, radio operators or 
_ Regional Rodeo-April 29 (or May 4). “victims”. All participants had to complete disaster response team 
_ Portland Fire Bureau Training Center.  —- ‘training consistent with the FEMA CERT Course and pay a $15 
_ Cost: $15. Includes t-shirt, lunch and — e registration fee. 

: 4e. For more information ca call 655. Parts of this article were taken from the article” Let ‘er Buck!” By 


Rachel Jacky, Community Emergency Services Manager Portland, 
Oregon Fire Bureau. 


NERTs and RACES Members Exercise Thane wor the Help! 


Margaret Dimmick On behalf of Onegon City and 


Children home alone, cracked water towers, and trapped gymnasts were some of Tualatin Valley Fine and 


the “problems” encountered by Neighborhood Emergency Response Team 
7 th 
&) (NERT) members and amateur radio operators at their November 13 joint Rescue, Y D would Qibe to thank the 


earthquake exercise. While amateur radio operators accompanied by NERT NERT and RACES members 
who helped us ning in a safe and 


representatives surveyed earthquake “damage,” other NERT members discussed 
what to do with children who had become separated from their parents, how to 
gather and coordinate resources available within their neighborhoods, and UYQUK bug-free New Vea! 
develop objectives which could be achieved with the resources on hand. 
Participants identified a number of issues which will be considered in the months 
to come, including: 


I Conducting neighborhood surveys for valuable resources and neighbors 
who may have special needs during emergencies. 


a Forging a closer relationship between the NERTs and amateur radio 
club members. 


3, Developing a process to share key resources among NERTs. 
4. Pursuing Red Cross shelter management training for NERTs. 


Amateur radio operators gained valuable insight into radio coverage from various locations and facilities within Oregon City, as 
well as experience coordinating voice and data communication between the NERTs and Oregon City emergency responders, and 
between Oregon City, Clackamas County and the State of Oregon. Overall, club members were pleased with their procedures 
and cover-age, and are working with other amateur radio clubs within the state to improve emergency procedures. 


& Thanks to all who donated their time on a beautiful Saturday! 
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Notes of January 25 NERT/RACES Steering Committee Meeting 


Agenda 

Action Plan for integrating the NERT and RACES 
teams 

Defining the roles of the Emergency Manager, Fire 
Representative and Steering Committee 

Plan for the assignment of RACES to NERT 
staging areas 

Discuss training needs, joint training exercises 
designed to benefit both groups 

Discuss communication needs of groups-flow 
charts, equipment needs 

Communications chapter in the student manual 
Update status of the new student manual 

Update on upcoming training 


OOD OF Gress iia 


The meeting began at 1900 in the community room of 
the Hilltop fire station. Introductions were made around 
the table. Margaret Dimmick, Emergency Program 
Manager for Oregon City/West Linn passed around 
several copies of the new NERT student-training 
manual for the group to re-view. This manual will be 
used for the February academy and any revisions 
made will be brought forward for the April academy. 
The group suggested that a chapter be put in that 
expiains the communications used by the RACES 
group. (l.e. Protocol used in transferring information by 
way of HAM radio) 


The group was told that Captain Dawson was 
transferring to TVF&R Tigard Station. He will be 
working with the Heavy Rescue Apparatus and the 
Technical Rescue Team. The unit he will be stationed 
with is working towards FEMA certified Urban Search 
and Rescue. He will still be involved with the NERT 
program in Oregon City. There are several Oregon 
City fire fighters that have been going through a 
training program to teach the NERT academies. The 
Captain on duty at Station 50 will be the contact 
person for any information on the program, upcoming 
Classes and instructors. 


It was felt that the NERT and RACES needed a single 
contact person to be notified of any classes, re- 
freshers or other training. These people would be 
responsible for collecting information from other team 
members or students wanting to sign up for classes 
and passing the information to the Captain of Station 
50. The contact person for the NERT is Lynda Orzen 
and Kevin Hunt is the contact for the RACES. Nancy 
Brooks, NERT/RACES will be responsible for 
maintaining/updating the mailing list for the NERT/ 
RACES groups. 


The group reviewed a Staff Support Analysis and 
NERT Workplan. The Staff Support Analysis de- 
scribes the proposed responsibilities for each partner 
in the management of the NERT program. A four-way 
management partnership among the NERTs, the 
Officers of Station 50, the East Division, Emergency 
Management and Community Services was proposed 
and approved. The Workplan includes projected dates 
for the newsletter, steering committee meeting dates, 
refresher classes, NERT training and a budget. 


The February 19, 2000 exercise at the TVF&R Training 
Center in Sherwood was discussed. The exercise will 
be announced in the February newsletter and group 
members will make contact by phone to register 
participants. At this time, everyone will need to provide 
his or her own transportation. Victims are needed for 
moulage during this exercise. There is a variety of 
training scenarios that the facilities are capable of 
reproducing: Hazmat incident, car or wall extrication, 
standard search and rescue, victim in a smoky 
building. They have a huge variety of “playground 
equipment” to train with. 


The NW Regional Rodeo will be held on April 29 or 
May 4, 2000 and take place at the Portland Training 


facilities. This year Oregon City will be able to send 15 y 


NERT and 5 RACES. There are 120 participants in all 
and Oregon City is 1/6 of the total. The fee this year 
will be $15.00 per person and includes a t-shirt, lunch 
and prizes. The HAM operators will have a specific 
exercise as well as working with a NERT team. The 
activities this year will include a refresher before each 
event. The events this year will include triage, 
bandaging and splinting, search maze, extrication, 
rope throw for water rescue and a fire extinguisher 
relay. 


The RACES and NERT will meet at the February 4 
meeting of the HAM radio operators to chart out the 
plans to place radio operators with NERT staging 
areas. A storage unit for the staging areas was also 
discussed. This would be the storage of NERT 
emergency operation supplies; forms, tables, chairs, 
blankets, medical supplies, backboards, water, etc. 
Funding for a structure and supplies will also need to 
be explored. 7 


In attendance: 

Captain Ken Dawson, Margaret Dimmick, 

Chief Steve Abel-TVF&R 

Lynda Orzen, Derrick Beneville, Elaine Hill, Julie 
Hollister, Deb Watkins-OCNERT 

Gary Moak, Nancy Brooks, Ivan Brooks, Kevin Hunt- 
NERT/RACES 
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ARES/RACES Annual Organizational Meeting and Elections 


Kevin Hunt WA7VTD 


At the October 8, 1999 Annual Organizational Meeting 
of Oregon City ARES/RACES held at OCFD/TVF&R 
Station 203 in Oregon City, the following Officers were 
elected to the OC ARES/RACES Steering Committee 
for the 1999-2000 Operational Year: 


1. RADIO OFFICER/STATION TRUSTEE: J. Kevin 
Hunt WA7VTD 


PRESIDENT: Matt Mattsson KD7BRI 


3. VICE PRESIDENT/CARES LIAISON: Fred 
Harwood KC7WKN 


4. RECORDER/MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Linda 
Kidd KB7JQP 


NET MANAGER: Gary Moak KD7ELU 


NERT (Neighborhood Emergency Response 
Team) OFFICER: Nancy Brooks KAOSHX 


(Assistant: lvan Brooks KAOLKD) 
7. QUARTERMASTER: Billy Toman N7WXD 
8. TRAINING/DRILL OFFICER: Dave Kidd KA70OZO 
9. HOSPITAL OFFICER: Steve Fedler KD7BTB. 


Eleven Enrolled Members were present and voting; all 
nominees were elected by acclamation, and the 
Charter was adopted by a vote of 11-0. A copy of the 
Charter is available in electronic format by request. 


Mayor John Williams WB7SJL, Ken Dawson (Fire 
Dept.) and Clackamas County ARES (CARES) 
Emergency Coordinator (EC) David Warner KA7IJK 
are ex-officio members of the Steering Committee. All 
elected officers of the Steering Committee other than 
the RO are Deputy Radio Officers. 


An application fora FCC Amateur Radio Club Primary 
Station License will be submitted by the RO within one 
week. , 


Weekly OC RACES Net will continue on 146.56 MHz 
simplex at 7:30 PM each Sunday. Check-ins from 
other ARES groups and members from various 
jurisdictions are highly encouraged. 


Oregon City RACES looks forward to a busy and 
rewarding year of service to our community, as a 
specialized unit of CARES dedicated to serving the 
people of Oregon City. My sincerest thanks to all who 
stepped forward to fill the Steering Committee offices 
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so that this will be a productive and successful season 
of service. 


RACES Addresses NERT 
Communication Needs 


While HAM radio operators are a critical communication 
element for the NERTs, limited personnel means they 
cannot be the only answer. NERT members need their own 
communication between team members and to their 
command post/staging areas. Fortunately, we have a couple 
of relatively inexpensive options. There are two 
communications services which can be used, called the 
FAMILY RADIO SERVICE (FRS), and the GENERAL 
MOBILE RADIO SERVICE (GMRS). FRS is a license- 
free service, with handheld radios that are limited to one- 
watt output. There are 14 FRS channels, all simplex (direct 
radio-to-radio, without repeaters), in the 462 MHz frequency 
range. These radios sell for as little as $39.00 and for as 
much as $200. A decent one costs about $80. The range is 
up to two miles, depending on terrain. This frequency is 
really good for getting through walls-handy for volunteers 
searching buildings. 


GMRS uses both simplex and repeater channels, also in the 
462 MHz range. Up to five watts output is allowed, and the 
range is better than FRS. Both handheld and base stations 
are available. Prices for handhelds run about $200-$250, and 
about $350 + for base stations. GMRS requires a license, but 
no examination. One license covers an entire “system” of 
radios, and can be obtained online from FCC. Some FRS 
and GMRS simplex channels share the same frequencies, 
ensuring communications capability between systems. 


NERT Command Posts would have both HAM and 
FRS/GMRS capability. The NERT field teams would report 
to their command posts on FRS/GMRS frequencies, leaving 
the HAM frequencies open for higher echelon traffic, such 
as traffic to the EOC. If data from a NERT field team 
needed to get to the EOC, the HAM at the command post 
could pass the traffic via the HAM frequency. This acts a 
filter, keeping information at the levels and echelons where 
it is needed, and passing it up the chain only where required. 


NERT and RACES will continue to explore the possibility 
of adopting this system in the coming months. 


Oregon City NERT Staging Areas and Contacts 
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